Aortic origin of the right pulmonary artery associated with ductus arteriosus in an adult. A case report.
We describe the case of a 26-year-old female in functional class I (NYHA), with aortic origin of the right pulmonary artery associated with a persistent ductus arteriosus and severe pulmonary artery hypertension (101/40-70 mm Hg), which remained elevated (89/40-60 mm Hg) after the administration of 100% oxygen. Right pulmonary artery pressure (125/60-86 mm Hg) was higher than that of main pulmonary artery and similar to aorta pressure. The patient was successfully treated: surgical closure of the ductus arteriosus and end-to-end anastomosis between the pulmonary artery and right pulmonary artery were carried out. Systolic pulmonary arterial pressure, estimated by echocardiography Doppler, was 60 mm Hg six months after surgery. Cross-sectional echocardiogram showed the anastomosis of the right pulmonary artery with the main pulmonary artery. Pulmonary gammagraphy showed both lungs perfused through the main pulmonary artery; right lung perfusion was lesser than left lung perfusion, 30 vs. 70% respectively. Aortic origin of a right or left pulmonary artery is a heart disease seen in patients during the course of the first year of life. Its frequency is < 1% among all the congenital cardiopathies and the survival rate to adult life is very low. The originality of this paper is the presentation of a rare congenital cardiopathy treated surgically in an adult.